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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 Is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 1 Line 1 , delete the phrase "of the type". 

• Claim 1 Line 2, change "for opening from the outside and operating means (14) 
for opening from the inside" to -for opening from the outside of the motor vehicle 
and operating means (14) for opening from the inside of the motor vehicle-. 

• Claim 1 Line 1 5, change "an outside" to -the outside- 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1'02(b) as being anticipated by US 
Pat No 3,525,545 to Leslie. 

Regarding claim 1, Leslie discloses a lock comprising operating means for 
opening from the outside (20) and operating means for operating from the inside (24). 

A primary lever (60) pivots about a primary pin (62) between an angular locking 
position and an angular unlocking position in order to inhibit the means for operating 
from the outside. 
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A secondary lever (114) pivots about a secondary pin (116), substantially parallel 
to the primary pin, between an angular locking position and an angular unlocl^ing 
position in order to inhibit the means for operating from the inside. 

A driving member (60) is connected to the primary lever in order to directly pivot 
the primary lever from its locking position toward its unlocking position, during an 
operating phase referred to as outside unlocking phase. 

Connection means (76 and 94) is arranged between the primary and the 
secondary levers so as to link the angular displacement of the two levers during the 
outside unlocking phase, with the aim of bringing about global unlocking of the lock 
consisting in pivoting the two levers from their respective locking positions toward 
their respective unlocking positions. 

As to claim 1 1 , Leslie discloses that the lock comprises means designed to make 
the secondary lever bistable or making the secondary lever stable in two positions 
(122). 

4. Claims 1-3 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 
775.791 to Edward. 

Regarding claim 1. Edward discloses a lock comprising operating means (14 and 

40). 

A primary lever (10) pivots about a primary pin (12) between an angular locking 
position and an angular unlocking position in order to Inhibit the means for operating 
from the outside. 
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A secondary lever (36) pivots about a secondary pin (38), substantially parallel to 
the primary pin, between an angular locking position and an angular unlocking 
position in order to inhibit the means for operating from the inside. 

A driving member (16) is connected to the primary lever in order to directly pivot 
the primary lever from its locking position toward its unlocking position, during an 
operating phase referred to as outside unlocking phase. 

Connection means (42) is arranged between the primary and the secondary 
levers so as to link the angular displacement of the two levers during the outside 
unlocking phase, with the aim of bringing about global unlocking of the lock 
consisting in pivoting the two levers from their respective locking positions toward 
their respective unlocking positions. 

As to claim 2, Edward illustrates that the connection means is a link rod (42) that 
comprises a point of articulation on the primary lever and a point of articulation at the 
secondary lever (Figure 1). 

As to claim 3, Edward illustrates that the position of the articulation points of the 
link rod (42) is selected so that, during the global unlocking phase, the secondary 
lever (36) reaches its unlocking position before the primary lever (10) reaches its 
unlocking position (Figures 2-5). 

As to claim 1 1 , Edwards discloses that the lock comprises means designed to 
make the secondary lever bistable or making the secondary lever stable in two 
positions. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of tlie base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 5-10 would also be allowed because the claims depend from claim 4. 

At the instant, Edward fails to disclose that the link rod (42) is articulated at a 
fixed point of the primary lever and that the link rod is articulated on the secondary 
lever by means of an axial peg which is borne by the link rod and which interacts with 
an edge of a slot made in the secondary lever. 

Edward discloses that the link rod (42) is articulated at a fixed point of the 
secondary lever (36), the link rod is articulated on the primary lever (10) by means of 
an axial peg (46) that interacts with an edge of a slot (44) made in the link rod. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number 571-272-7058. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
306-5771. 




Carlos Lugo 

Patent Examiner AU 3676 
June 30, 2006. 



